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Executive Protection Trends

C-suite executives are frequently subject to threats and negative sentiment online. The fatal shooting of
UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson is a shocking reminder that online vitriol can translate to
real-world violence. In the wake of the shooting, corporate and executive security teams are
reevaluating and enhancing their protective efforts, including threat assessment programs, personal
security detail, and situational awareness training for executives. Forbes predicts that executive
physical safety could become “as paramount as the protection of intellectual property and financial
assets” to firms.!

Executive protection in the digital age requires expertise in physical and digital realms. Exposed
personal and location information available online via people search sites, deep and dark web
marketplaces, social media, and through adtech data can provide a threat actor with insights to
conduct a physical confrontation. Nisos recommends executive vulnerability analyses, Pll exposure
removals, digital footprint management, and continuous online monitoring as key components of a
robust executive protection program.

Nisos monitors mainstream and alternative social media sites, deep and dark web forums, as well as
hacking, stalking, and doxing sites for mentions of our Client executives. We regularly identify and
update queries with newly emerging coded language, phrases, and symbols used to signal aggression
or call to violence, which threat actors use instead of making explicit statements to circumvent
detection. Since the fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare’s CEO, online users quickly took to using
variations of the suspect’s name, Luigi Mangione, as a coded call to violence in social media posts. We
compiled posts between 4 December 2024 and 10 January 2025 and found significant mentions online
targeting C-suite executives before and after the attack on Thompson and new terminology used as
coded calls to violence against executives.

thttps://www.forbes[.Jcom/sites/jackkelly/2024/12/05/after-the-shooting-of-unitedhealthcare-ceo-brian-thompso
n-executive-security-personnel-will-be-in-demand
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Online Calls to Violence Targeting Executives

Nisos compiled a list of direct threats adversaries use and searched these terms and phrases alongside
variations of “CEOQ” and “Chief Executive Officer” over a six-month timeframe, before and after the fatal
shooting of CEO Brian Thompson.” Between 1 June 2024 and 3 December 2024, we identified and
reviewed over 1.56K direct threats against CEOs of various companies. After Thompson'’s fatal shooting,
we identified and reviewed over 2.2K threats toward executives between 4 December 2024 and 10
January 2025 alone. This spike in threatening posts is likely to continue based on public response and
support of Luigi Magione across online platforms.?

Between 1 June 2024 and 3 December 2024, online users posted over 1.56K direct threats
targeting CEOs in response to unwanted partnerships between companies, posts intended to
promote a company’s product, unwanted ads on streaming platforms, and challenges on

gaming apps.

Between 4 December 2024 and 10 January 2025, we identified and reviewed 2.2K threats
toward CEOs, 1.8k posts of which were direct threats toward CEOs and even their family
members, on mainstream and alternative social media platforms. In addition to direct threats,
online users started using various configurations of Luigi Magione’s name in place of commonly
known violent terms as a form of coded language.

The most common form of coded language since the shooting of Brian Thompson is the name
“Luigi” used as a verb, such as “who is the next CEO to get luigi’'d?” and “pull a luigi.” Nisos
compiled a list of threatening phrases using “Luigi” as the verb which resulted in 17.9K
mentions and 443 mentions directed toward CEOs alone between 4 December 2024 and 10
January 2025.

’Some examples of direct threats we query include “go after,

” «

take out,” and different renderings of “kill,” such as

“kIlL” “k*1l,” and “K1ll,” among other terms and phrases.
*https://wired[.Jme/culture/the-internets-obsession-with-luigi-mangione-signals-a-major-shift
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they did the same shit with jojo part 6 ima pull a luigi on they ceo next
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Graphics 1-3: Examples of online users using the name “Luigi” as a verb.** ¢

*https://x[.Jcom/Itsooverbro/status/1875072326703931687
*https://twitter[.Jcom/scarlethenry5/statuses/1873458574959223019
®https://x[.Jcom/_PleaseHelpMeG/status/1871688516033511698
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Coded-Language Statistics

The chart below lists a sample of key terms and the number of mentions between 4 December 2024
and 10 January 2025 that online users are using in place of threatening terms and phrases Nisos
frequently uses when monitoring for threats.

Keyterm Number of Mentions
Between 4 December 2024 and 10 January 2025
luigi’d 12.9K
finna get luigi'd 8.47K
Pull a luigi 1.85K
Luigi style 1.37K
Luigi is a patsy 1.28K
luigied 1.2K
luigi it 897
luigi CEO 818
luigi him 540
luigi manifesto 503
luigi them 259
luigi her 148
lulgl 142
luiging 141
luigid 138
Brian Thompson’d 132
Thompson'd 101
lulg! 59
hidden assassin game 31
Watch out for a Luigi! 17
take out an evil ceo 10
Thompsond 3
assassin's creed luigi 2
i3t= 2
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#DownWithCEOTyrants
The more CEO’s that get Luigi'd the better
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Tailored Monitoring for Executive Protection

The spike in direct threats and newly emerging coded language highlights a need for consistent threat
monitoring across social media platforms, forums, and websites for early detection and tracking trends.
A tailored monitoring solution supports executive protection teams to help maintain awareness of
sentiment toward and online discussions of executives, the company, and the industry at large. Early
online threat detection enables security teams to identify possible real-world threats before they
emerge and take proactive safeguarding measures.
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